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major war, and having recovered those strategic outposts of
his vast empire forfeited after the debacle in 1917 he is likely
to return with fresh gusto to the Americanization of the
moujik. There is less hope of Italian neutrality. Few can
doubt that the first reverse sustained by the Allies will
transform Italy from a non-belligerent enemy into an
active foe.

So it is pretty safe to assume that if this and other
major strategic or political blunders are avoided by the
Allied leaders, they can reasonably hope to avert the disaster
of military defeat and to escape the humiliation of uncon-
ditional surrender. But the prospect of an overwhelming
victory, in the sense of dealing our opponents a 'knock-out
blow', or leaving them prostrate after fia fight to a finish',
appears even more remote than its appalling antithesis. For
military success can only be engineered by the joint action
of the Allied armies on the field of battle, or of their navies
on the ocean highways, or of their bombers paralysing the
nerve centres of German industry and cutting the main
arteries of her mechanical transport. But the superiority of
the German army, still the most formidable military instru-
ment on the European continent, obliged the land forces of
the Allies to incarcerate themselves until recently within a
network of subterranean fortifications, and forbade them to
sally forth in the hope of taking the enemy stronghold by
storm*

It is doubtful whether the Air arm alone can be a decisive
weapon in modern warfare, and more than doubtful when
the system of defence against air attack has been well
equipped with A.R.P., anti-aircraft batteries, and fighter
places. In China, where for a long while the defence was
negligible, the Japanese failed to force a decision by means
of their invincible and unscrupulous bombing squadrons.
Finland, too, was finally conquered by crack infantry, not
by planes. .Many people therefore pin their faith to the
two-way economic blockade that dries up Germany's sup-
plies of foodstuffs and minerals from overseas. But however
vigilant our naval patrols may be upon the ocean highways,
they can unfortunately do nothing to stop merchandise